
conference theme was Leading 
through Influence.  The year that I 
was to attend Grassroots for the 
first time in our nationôs capital 
was the year that the format was 
flipped and D.C. played host to 
the first AIA Speak Up in 2016 
instead.  Having just attended 
Grassroots, two years removed 
from Speak Up, I finally have a 
basis for comparison to report to 
all of you.  While Speak Up was 
rooted in strategic advocacy for 
the profession, which is one 
component of what AIA 
Montana strives to do for our 
members, Grassroots has been 
inspiring by way of examples that 
spotlight the architect in 
leadership roles beyond the 
obvious one.  We must not forget 
that we are in a unique position 
with distinct training to problem 
solve and communicate in a 
variety of ways.  Itôs easy to forget 
that many professions arenôt 
structured in that way. 
 
William Bates, FAIA, First Vice 
President and Grassroots 2018 
Conference Chair spoke of 
Change and Power.  Architects 
often find themselves in the 
position of envisioning and then 
stimulating change, but tend to 
shy from positions of power 
outside of their own firm.  
Discussion panels of architects in 
political and policy making 
positions proved that when 
architects make a leap to 
volunteer or civic positions, our 
skillsets and ability to think 
broadly and create a vision can be 
applicable to our cities and 
advantageous to the public and 
our communities. 
 
Cities are ripe battle grounds for 
change.  While our population 
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Happy Spring to all of our AIA 
Montana members!  As the snow 
starts to melt, AIA Montana has 
been hard at it again.  As this 
yearôs president, I look forward to 
serving our membership and the 
profession in 2018.  Please let me 
know if you have any concerns or 
topics that you think AIA 
Montana should have a hand in.  
Please donôt hesitate to call or 
email: shanej@ctagroup.com or 
406.257.8172 
 
Meeting in the Mountains is just 
around the corner in Billings on 
April 12-13 at the Northern 
Hotel.  BAA always plans a great 
event.  I look forward to 
attending and hope to see you 
there.  Of course, Sophia has a 
great jump start on planning a 
high-quality Fall Conference on 
September 27-28; I look forward 
to that and celebrating design 
awards with all of you in Great 
Falls.  (See article by Sophia 
Sparklin.) 
 
Aside from the continuing 
educations opportunities, AIA 
MT continues to support MSU 
School of Architecture students 
through scholarships and 
contributions to AIAS to support 
their event travel.  We continue 
to have a strong relationship with 
the school of architecture and 
look forward to working together 
with them to continue to 
strengthen the future of the 
profession. 
 
Iôm writing this article on the 
return flight from Grassroots in 
San Diego.  This yearôs 

centers are seeing an influx of 
growth, it is key to remember that 
policy change tends to be more 
prevalent at the local level.   
 

Furthermore, there also seems to 
be a recent shift in the political 
scales.  In the recent past, cities 
looked to the state and federal 
governments for assistance and 
direction but it now appears that 
cities may be in charge, de facto 
and state and federal 
governments, rather, are looking 
to cities to solve some of the big 
issues facing our country today. 
Cities and towns are an easy 
insertion point for architecture 
because they are at a scale in 
which we are familiar working.  
As architects, our clients and 
buildings make up the people and 
spaces that shape our cities and 
town; they are the very fabric of 
our community and network of 
places.   
 

Carl Elefante, FAIA, and 2018 
AIA President spoke to a 
Relevance Revolution in 
architecture.  Not only is the 
economy strong, making the 
demand for architecture high, but 
in these times of deep discourse 
about social issues, immigration, 
affordable housing, resiliency of 
our cities when it comes to 
natural disasters, climate change, 
equity, social media, and 24/7 
news cycles, architects are poised 
to seize this moment of strength 
in the profession as an institute 
and remind our communities that 
our media is pivotal to solving 
many of these topics.  We should 
be advocating for the power of 
design and architecture; sharing 
examples that benefit the public 
and community with our clients 
and political representatives alike. 
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