FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
AIA Montana Fully Endows Annual Scholarship for Montana State University School of Architecture
Helena, MT - January 7, 2026 - The American Institute of Architects Montana Chapter (AIA Montana) is proud to announce a major milestone in its ongoing commitment to architectural education in the state. On January 7, 2026, the AIA Montana Board of Directors voted to increase the AIA Montana Scholarship Endowment Fund so that the organization’s annual $3,000 scholarship for students at the Montana State University School of Architecture is now fully funded by the endowment.
Historically, the scholarship has been supported through a shared model, partially funded by the endowment and partially funded through annual allocations from AIA Montana’s operating budget. By fully endowing the scholarship, AIA Montana has ensured stable, long-term funding that will support architecture students at MSU for generations to come.
Endowment funding provides several key benefits. It creates long-term financial stability for the scholarship, insulating it from year-to-year budget fluctuations and economic uncertainty. It also allows AIA Montana to plan more effectively, directing annual operating funds toward programming, advocacy, and member services while preserving the scholarship’s impact in perpetuity.
The scholarship supports students in the Montana State University School of Architecture, our state’s only pipeline for educating future architects. By securing permanent funding, AIA Montana reinforces its role in nurturing emerging talent and advancing architectural excellence across Montana.
AIA Montana extends its gratitude to the members and donors whose past and ongoing contributions made the growth of the endowment possible. The organization views this step as a meaningful investment in advocacy, connection, excellence, and the future of the built environment in Montana.
For more information about the AIA Montana Scholarship or the Endowment Fund, please contact Michele Munson, Executive Director of AIA Montana, michele@aia-mt.org.
